Shirley Valentine – September 30, 2010 (Bdcst date Oct 1st )
Shirley Valentine is a one character play by Willy Russell.  It was first seen in Liverpool in 1986 and two years later opened in London’s West End.  In 1989 the play arrived on Broadway.  There was a national tour of Shirley Valentine in 1995 starring Loretta Swit of MASH fame.  A production of this show is currently running at Stage West in Mississauga starring Swit – she has appeared in over 1000 performances of Shirley Valentine.  Many of us know the story about a middle-aged, working class Liverpool housewife from the 1989 movie version with several actors participating.  The original play has just one character; she does a monologue to the audience.  When a friend buys her a ticket to Greece she accepts to have a fortnight of rest and relaxation.  What she experiences is romance and an awareness of who she really is.  The current production and Loretta Swit’s performance rates 5 stars out of five; she is such a consummate actor that you easily accept her as a middle aged Liverpool housewife.  She has an English accent but she doesn’t overdo it so she is completely believable to the audience.  She is able to have you laughing and then very serious in just seconds.  Definitely a performance not to be missed; that’s Willy Russell’s “Shirley Valentine” starring Loretta Swit at Stage West in Mississauga until November 21st. 
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